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Based on the 1998 Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum 
Frameworks, this sample curriculum model for grade eight language arts is 
divided into sections focusing on writing; reading; and listening, speaking, 
and viewing. The writing section's stated goals are to help students employ a 
wide range of strategies as they write; use different writing process 
elements appropriately to communicate to different audiences for a variety of 
purposes; and apply knowledge of language conventions to print and non-print 
texts. Reading strategies are structured to help students comprehend, 
evaluate, and respond to works of literature and other kinds of writing which 
reflect their own cultures and developing viewpoints as well as those of 
others . The reading section also focuses on guiding students to demonstrate a 
willingness to use reading to continue to learn, to communicate, and to solve 
problems independently. The listening, speaking, and viewing strategies focus 
on helping students develop and apply these communication skills through a 
variety of informal and formal opportunities. Each section lists student 
learning expectations; eighth grade benchmarks; assessments; and 
strategies/activities. In addition, the writing section includes a four-item 
list of definitions of general performance standards; an explanation of 
scoring student responses to writing prompts; and a five-item list of domains 
and definitions. (PM) 
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Benchmarks and Model Curriculum are based on the 
1998 Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Frameworks 



Arkansas Department of Education 1999 
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Grade 8: Writing 
STRAND 1 : WRITING 

CONTENT STANDARD 2 : Students will apply knowledge of language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation) to 
print and nonprint texts. 
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Grade 8 : Writing 



o 

ERsLC 



</> 

UJ 

F 

> 

h- 

O 

< 

</> 

UJ 

O 

LU 

I- 

< 

a 

</> 



(/> 

h- 

z 

UJ 

5 

(/> 

(/> 

UJ 

<✓> 

(/> 

< 



</> 

* 

or 

< 

I 

o 

Z 

UJ 

00 

UJ 

a 

< 

a 

0 

1 
I- 
I 

o 

UJ 



o 

z 

z 

a 

< 



o 

5 



a 



.3 

o 

3 



'o 



O 

o 6 

sz 4-J 

O © 
on 

on 



on 

0> 

4-» 

o 

c 

■D 

C 

03 

on 



3 

O 

o 

t 



© 

T3 

■D 



SZ 

a 

Q) 

0) 

CL 



o o 



0) 

4-) 

3 

CL 

E 

o = 
a o 

0) CT 

on jo 

3 ^ 



O - 
4-J ra 

on O 

CD S= 

£ ° 3 

(D (J JD 



■o -Q 

CD 3 
£ Q. 



— on 
O 0) 
Q- % 
a) © 
■M C 





i n 


L_ 




cn 

© 


© 






CO 


on 




L_ 


o 


tn 




c 


© 




3 


c 


CL 




L_ 






cn 


© 




cn 

L. 


3 

O 


o 
— 1 




■£2 

© 


4-J 

c 

© 


O 

i_ 


© 


’“i 


r 




4-J 


cn 


cn 


Q. 

CO 

CL 


CO 

c 

O 


cn 




CO 

L. 

4-J 

cn 


C 

O 


O 


TO 


cn 

L. 


C 




_3 


tn 

C 


cn 

L- 


E 

L. 


o 

CL 


L. 




■D 


O 

cn 


’to 

CL 


o 


c 


o 


'Tn' 

c 


C 

CO 


tn 

© 


C 


0) 


© 


© 


O 


© 


>> 


-X 






CL ^ 

3 £ 



© 

o 

c 

0) 

L. 

3 

o 

o 

CD 

c 

0 

1 

C 

o 

© 

c 

o 

4-* 

u 

3 

T3 

3 



CL O ^ 
a. ^ o 

< > a 



0) 

u 

c 

(1) 



© 5 



on 

§" 4-J 

° 75 
i- -X 
cn <j 
L. © 

O ■§ 

on i 



-O 

3 



3 

O 

o 

L. 

© 

-C 

o 

CO 

© 

4-» 

0) 

c 

0 

1 

c 

0 

1 

© 

c 



■O 

<D 

in 

O X 
l/l Jr 

- i 

a> 

5 E 

5 2 

0 UL 

a E 

3 
3 



TJ 
C 
TO 
on O 

C C 

% 3 

do 

O » 

SI 

c 

<0 
.X 



0) 

u 

3 



E tf 



a> 3 ^ a; 5! £ 

Q_ CC O Q_ « ^ 

*/» Q 



c o O 

3 -=-, 4- w 

mi 



cn ■— 

> = O 



.2 -o 



0) 

TJ 

CO 

E 



o 

CD 



l— 

o 

CL 



< I 



■o 

3 

CO 



■a 

CD 



wn r- 

5 



co o 
« C 
O 



S T5 
O c 

CO 
U 

CD cn 



C C ? 



on 
C CL 

.52 co 
> ■ 

CD 



■a w 

s ? 

cn 

c r= 

S 5 
■o 

CD 



3 2 
- I 

CD 



a 

CD nj 

5? 



> 

_© 

T3 

CD 

U 

c 

CO 

> 

■o 



CL 

< 

< 

CJ 

< 



-o 

CD 



C 

O 

'4-1 

c 

CD 

> 

c 

O 

O 



-o 

CD 

u 

e I 

CD -Q 



c 

o 

'■3 

co 

E 



c 

CD 



5 I 
£ 8 
(D 5 



3 "R 

4-» 3 

CO CO 



CD 

CJ 

c 

CD 

4-> 

c 

CD 

CO 

-O 

c 

CO 

jd 

>n 



E 

o 

T3 

CL 

< 

< 

\— 

CJ 

< 



II 

i.3 

? 3 

= § 

a> _ 

= 8 
8 8 g> 

^ 1 fe I 

• co a ^ 
^ a-o 5 
>XC c 
> uj co .E 



c 

0 

'£ CD 
O 

1 s 

E? 
0) (0 
>» T5 

4-» C 
© « 
a o> 

in g o 

^ i & 

^ l 3 a 



> 

oo 



c/> 

■o 

L 

CD 

■o 

c 

CD 

4-» 

to 

0) 

o 

c 

CD 

E 

L 

£ 

L 

a> 

CL 

TO 

L 

0) 

c 

a> 

O 



</» 

c 

o 



0) 

a 



cn 

co 

CD 

“O -o 
c ■- 
co 0 ) 

. 4-» 

cn CD 

i i 

i s 



cn 

C 


CJ 

C 

CO 


b 


4-J 


CO 


o 


© 


co 


L. 


c_ 




4-J 


■O 


tn 


© 


SZ 


sz 


co 


cn 


C 


5 


© 


co 


© 


4-J 

tn 




© 


© 


__on 


n 


"cn 


tn 


TO 

cn 

C 


3 

O 


CO 


w 


-X 


u 


L. 


© 


< 


c 

3 




o 


Q. 


u 


CL 


_ 


CO 


^3 


3 

3 


+J 

-3 

on 


>» 

© 


’tn 


SZ 

h- 


© 

-X 



CO 

E 



>n 

CD 

SZ 



•C 

CD 1 
CL . 
— C 

¥ 5 
o o 



-O ' ffi 

co 



CD 

-C 



cn c 

w O 

S ^ 

O on 
C co 

0 w 
V— cn 
CL C 

1 1 

S, E 

CD CD 

f ■S 

q 5 a 
$ ® . 

S e" - 

£ O 

CO CD 



c 

CD 

E 

3 

cn 

L. 

CO 

■o 

c 

CO 



€ « 
1e 

L. » 

o -g 
’c g 
8. a 



cn (D C 



Q. S 

E S’ 



c 
O 

E w 

CD on 



O CD 

° T3 
CD Q) 

■R t 
O O 



w o 

I s 

CD — 

■O 

3 V) 
tn tn 

,y 

? 4-> 

0 ) co 



o 

C 

2 

p 



CL 

CL 

3 



CD 

-C 

4-> 

*. •! 
S8 1 

£ CD 
CO 

-X -o 

< TO 

8 © 
3 £ 
c 0) 

co CT 

0 O 

| s 

1“ ^ 

cn O 

C 4-> 

1 » 

O O 

O $ 
cn £ 
W (D 

O -o 



> OO 
CD 



c 

§ 

O 



0 ) ■ — 
^ 9 

4-» SZ 
L w 

5 § 

"9 cn 

cd 

Jr «n 
2 co 
CL -M 

2 CD 
nr 4-J 
Q- cd 
= Q. 



E 

o 

o 

■D 

C 

CO 

C/1 

E 

0) 

n 

o 



CD 

■O 

CO 



CD 

SZ 



o 

cn 

■o 

CD 



2 c 

E -X 

b ■© 

*r c 
S. 



E ^ 

m cn 

■8 .y 

CO 

U 9 

TO E 

-g © 



1 Ti 

™ a 



C 

O 

E 

CD 

T5 

£ 

c 

CD 

■o 

3 



■o 

c 

co 



C 

.0) 

0 

c 

1 



"O cn 

co JR 

CD © 

L. ^ 

"O Z 

^ a 
£ £ 
-Q on 

tn 2 
CD S 



>n 

CD 

SZ 



CD 

-C 

4-J 

Q_ 

CL 

co 



CD 

SZ 

4-J 

CD 

4-J 

CO 

c_ 

4-J 

C/1 

C 

O 

E 

CD 

~o 

TO © 

t © 

TO — 

c 

>n .© 

C ^ 

0 8 

SZ CD 

4-* ^ 

. 4-> 

O -c 

5 « 
§ 2 
5 o 

on >» 
u "O 
3 



CO 

E 

CD 

SZ 



co 


+j 


E 


3 

© 


■u 


E 


3 


4-J 


CO 


E 


cn 

C 


E 

0 


4-J 


V 


’C 




5 


0) 

0 


cn 


c 


C 


CO 

4-J 


T3 


tn 


CO 


’tn 


© 


tn 


L. 


co 


c 


"co 


’ ” ' 


C 


jn 


O 




’3 


tn 


T3 




■O 


^2 


co 


‘4-J 


© 


C 

CO 


E 


4-J 

(/) 


0 


jQ 


cn 



> -O 
O CD 
-3 <D 
cn c 

CO 

c (D 
CD LD 
JJ TO 

P h 



CD 

CQ 



c 

o 

E 

CD 

-o 



o 

> 

CD 



CD 

SZ 

4-J 

c 

’co 

4-J 

4-J 

CO 

O 



E 

CD 

SZ 

4-J 

TO 

E 

~o 

c 

CO 

cn 

c 



cn 

c 



cn 

O 



co 

E 

4-J 

C 

,2 

u 

£ 

3 

tn 

5 

o 



c 

CD 

~o 

3 



CTJ 

CQ 

5 

O 

© 

QQ 



oo 

tH 






</) 

+-> 

a 

E 

o 



u> 

c 



(/) 

o 

(/) 

c 

o 

a 

o 

a 

4-» 

c 

0 

TJ 

3 

4J 

CO 

O) 

c 

’Z 

o 

o 

CO 



D) 

c 



00 

0 

TJ 

0 

L. 

CD 



O 

ERIC 



0 

o .g 

3 5 

£ 0 
'l. £ 
CL 

S? 

u n 



w r- 

03 Jr 

0 O 

_ <j 
^ © 
.0) -5 



0 

cn 

2 1 

S 3 
' 0 
oo & 



E 

o 

■O 

"cd 



> •! 

« e 

o o 
£2 
? 5 

l.£ 

T-J 

13 0 

00 L_ 

3 

cn w 
r- CD 
.= 0 
4-> 

II 

O £ 

ii 

5 o 



0 

cn 

-O 

O 



a> 2 
£ _ 



03 

U 

3 

~u 

0 



c 

0) 

T3 

3 



0) 

£ 



c 

O 



*o 

CD 

E 

0 



c 

a> 

E 

CL 

o 

<D 

> 

0 

T3 

C 

_ro 

CL 



■o 

0 



03 

L_ 

03 

8 4 ,s 

Sag 

ill 

E a> -g 

cd 
(D 
cn 

c 

'0 
'C 

CL 

E 

o 



_ © 

Z E 

03 0 

3 cn 

cr 

cl) O 
o ® 

u u 
cn C 
C © 



< ■§ 

1 ° 

5 T3 

C © _ ._ 

0 5 5 ti 



s § 

3 c o 

'E 1 .y 

o to 



g_ cn 

U 

— 4-» 

03 03 

4-» 0 

C *•= 
0) 0 
E £ 



£ *o 

■ ■ c 



"O -Q 

« $ 
Q- 4-J 

0 ^ 
CL) -2 
> 2 
0 > 
■o © 
00 .£ 

1 .s 

5 I 

S2 

_f £ 

g> £ “ 

•g 8 « 

O " 2 

o C 3 

</> © to 

p F Q) 

g -8 s 

E c o 

o — £ 

□ 5 



3 00 

v * _ cn 
0 QJ 
i— c 
o Cl) 

E is 

d) | 
£ © 
w c 

4-» cd 

o y 

CD £ 



© g 



cn 
c 
O 

0 03 



O 

4-> 

■O 



o -a O 



c 

0 £ oo 

- 03 CD 

L_ 

o 

CJ 

cn 

C 
'03 

E 

o 

XJ 



cn © 
XJ $ 
3 



03 



CD 

L_ 

03 

.£ 00 

CD £ 

L_ 03 

o E 
S* o ^ 

Cl) Q h 

£ 



0 

£ 



03 

E 

o 

■O 

0 

£ 



0 

C 

-X 

03 

0 

§ 

0 

E 

o 



on 


4-J 




0 


CD 


T3 


L- 

3 


O 

T3 


0 

£ 


CD 


C 


4-J 


S 


cn 


c 


y> 


0 


cn 


"c 


L- 

3 


in 

0 


‘cd 


4-* 


c 


E 

o 


03 


-X 

CD 

0 


XJ 


J/> 


£ 


0 

SZ 


"c 

CD 


4-» 

c 


■*— 1 
w— 

O 


E 

o 


CD 

u 

c: 


— 


T3 


c 


o 


0 


03 


4— 1 

cn 


SZ 

4-» 


‘U3 


0 




0 


E 


o 


4-> 

CD 


CD 

<*— 

0 


"cd 

4— 1 

cn 


o 

b 

c 



„ o 
o E 
h © 

c 

O O 
U *_ 

+s o 

u L_ 

£ £ 
o 



0 03 

L- 0 



03 



c 

0 

+J 

X 

0 

0 

SZ 



O 

o 



0 

cn 

Z 



0 

> 

0 

O 

0 



0 

Q. 

03 

a_ 

< 



0 

> 

0 

0 

T3 



Q. 

O 

w_ 

CL 

CL 



0 C 



0 

> 



0 



U 



£ Z 

V_ 0 
03 

cn ,<2 
cn 



0 

0 

0 

C 



0 

sz 



3 

■M 

C 

0 

■o 

c 

0 

CL 

0 

■o 

C 

XJ 

0 

L- 

o 

o 

cn 

a> oo 

« Z 
o .E 

CO | 

.a ■§ 

8 » 

CO LU 



8 ^ 

ft 

1 - 

*f ii 
c 

S g 

« in 

E w 
0 0 
O u 



03 
1_ 

0 

> ^ 

Si l 

o i 

*_ o 

2 « 
b o 

§ E 

2 ° 
c *_ 

0 O 

4-* 1_ 

,!2 g 
g o 
o “ 

8 8 

‘ “ L_ 

sz O 
cn 

3 o 

O w 
c *-> 

0 — 



0 

0 

cn 

03 

3 

cn 

C 

J2 

c 

0 



CD CD CD TO 

U l_ l— 1— 

4-> 4-J 4-J 4-J 

on cn cn cn 

C C C C 

O O O O 

E E E E 

0 0 0 0 

T3 T3 T3 T3 



5 I 

o E 
2 % 

S | 

c c 
0 

> oo 

'cn g 

w 3 

0 CD 

cn 0 

3 

2 5 

^ +j 

I* o 

S o 



® c 

£ ° 

_ _ _ _ I — u 

0 0 0 0 — to 

.ti .ti ,ti .ti o © 



O) 

c 



$ $ $ $ 
0 0 0 0 
.C ^ ^ .C 
1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 
II II II II 
CO CSJ r- 



00 

z 

o 

t 

Z 

LL 

UJ 

□ 

Q 

Z 

< 

CO 

Z 

< 

0 

Q 



cn 

C 

0 <D 

3 ^ 

© 

u -o 

■3 10 

o C 
O 03 

Q. cd 

_ (D 

z ■s 

O — 
c 2 
.2 £ 

S 2 
0 ° 
L. d> 
U £ 



0 



c 

o 



CD 



0 0 
■o -g 

03 S2 

0 0 OO 

ii cn ij 

te s .S* 
® o ^ 

o) h 



cn cd 

0 0 

E S 



s 75 



c 

0 



03 .2 

o E 8 

0 0 O) 



o 
CD 0 

§ ^ 

.5 1 



r © 

O L- 

^ U 0 

XI 0 -Q 

2 T3 © 

€ S # 



0 



2 S 

L_ 

£ ra 
u 

0 -M 

c 

03 flj 

tn 



0 

£ 



cn ,a> 

a Lu 



<-> X 

L. 0 
0 ^ 
T3 
b- 0 
$ .H 

© £ 

r- 

- S’ 

*d c 

03 03 

0 r- 



0 



C 

CD 

?I 

Z 1 
to c 
I- o 
2 O 

0 2 
O h- 



cn T3 

E c 

W 0 

'l. CD 
> 0 
> T3 



o 2 

03 C 
0 
a 



c 
~o 



© 

O 

0 

> 

*o 

c 

CD 

© 

c 

o 



m 
cn 
0 
C 

■g 

’> 

’> 

S >* 

£ 4-» 

c •£ 
0 « 

$ > 

cn © 

£ S 

.5 c 

CD © 

E » 
0 c 
^ o 

■p w 

" £ 

s| 

■o ,5 

CD 

0 *D 

*“ 0 
-M 
U O 
© © 
Id 0 
0 w 
w >» 

0 U 

cn cu 

3 3 

cn ^ 

1 S 

? 2 

= T3 
0 0 
h S 

c © 

o £ 

U Q) 

■O ^ 
C 0 

CD L_ 

cn 

C cn 

•5. 2 

2 2 

cn cd 

>, 0 
= u - 
3 

0 © 
cn U 
0 c 
Ql © 



T3 

C 

CD 

0 

X3 

3 



0 
SZ 

*-> 4= 

$ S 

0 or 

x: v 



cn rn 

9 -c 



T3 

C 



Q. 

E 

o 

u 

c 

’cd 

E 

n 

CO -§ 

0 

, ^ 
> °° 

H i 

to H 



0 

r: 

+j 

w— 

0 

E 

4-* 

5^ 

l_ 

■o 

c 

CD 



LU 



S' 04 

c ^ 

8 | 
CL > 
oo -> 



. ’S 
% 2 
V 5 

S 2 
£ -S 

a c 

C <Q 

c 4-» 
o « 

O T3 

0 g 

L_ CD 
CD 

cn £ 

2 ® 
3 e 

CO Z 

0 o 



00 mm 

£ c 

§> © 

o c 

0 « 

£ ■“ 

oo "D 
- L. 
0 
13 
3 
cn 



cn 

cn 

0 



■g 

_ W 

2 £ 



X 

0 



c 

© 

4 -> 

cn 



0 £ 



O) 

3 

0 

k. 

£ 



c 
0 
cn 

0 
L. 

I g) 

'■5 
*a 
© 



E : £ 

0 
CD £ 

“ E 

0) 



Q. 

o 

L. 

CL $/> 

c 5 

0 o 

0 E 

E ? 

0 c 

u © 

1 § 
£3 

2 .E 

>, ~p 

4-> L- 

= o 

X3 o 

03 Q 

*£ -g 

•i 
> © 
0 ■M 
£ » 
^ £ 
£ O) 



c; cd _ 



“ E 

2 o 

LU 0 

O g 

z © 

LU C 

© 

Z °° 
0 

LU sz 

in h 



c 

© .. 

E £ 

£ S’ 

E | 

© »- 

5 ■o 

0 i. 

c o 



■g 

© 

T3 

C 

© 



3 

o 



-O 

■o 

L. 

CD 

■O 

C 

CD 



0 

> 



U 

0 



XJ 

c 

CD 

0 

n 

CD 

4-J 

CL 

0 



0 

_Q 



0 

cn 



c 

CD 



C 

0 



CD 

SZ H 

+* sz 

cn 03 

© 0 



03 

0 </> 



C 

o 
£ 
c 
© 
> 
c 
o 
o 

■O 

c 

CD 

cn 
c 

0 E 





0 


o 




© 






L. 


£ 


© 


LL 

'w' 


0 

L. 


£ 

4^ 


$ 

0 


E 




C 


c 


£ 


■o 


z 


CD 

E 


0 


4-» 

cn 


L 

0 


0 


o 


in 

C 


0 

00 


3 


[- 

< 


T3 

C 

O 


© 

Q. 

X 


i_ 

Q_ 

E 


4-» 

c 

0 


5 


4— ^ 


© 


0 



O 

< 

to 



c 

0 

£ 

© 

3 

4-> 

o 

c 

3 

a 

c 

0 

£ 

© 

N 



a 

© 

o 

0 

L_ 

CD 

cn 

0 

L_ 

3 



0 

E 

0 



0 

XJ 



0 

£ 



o 

CM 



0 

O 

’> 

0 

T3 

cn 

C 

3 

u 

■o 

c 



o 

£ 

E 

in 

* 4 — 

o 

E 



0 

SZ 



0 

■o 

_3 

O 

c 



2 E 

' o 

O o 

11 

1 1 

o ^ 

LU ® 

5 H 



formatting, and spelling. Weight: 1 



Grade 8: Reading 
STRAND 2: READING 

CONTENT STANDARD 1: Students will comprehend, evaluate and respond to works of literature and other kinds of writing which reflect their own 
cultures and developing viewpoints as well as those of others. 
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